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TRIBUTE TO CLEMENCIA
SPIZZIRRI

Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
would like to take this time to honor
an extraordinary Iowa teacher who has
had a positive impact on a great many
students. Ms. Clemencia Spizzirri was
recently announced as the 2015 Iowa
Teacher of the Year. This award honors
the great work she has done as a for-
eign language teacher at Merrill Mid-
dle School in Des Moines, IA.

Ms. Spizzirri has been teaching Span-
ish to eager young minds at Merrill
Middle School for 5 years. Despite her
relatively short time there, her pro-
found impact is evident. The high
praise she receives from her students,
colleagues, and community members
are a testament to the work ethic and
passion she displays in her classroom
every schoolday.

As an immigrant herself, Ms.
Spizzirri embodies the importance of a
broad-based education that helps stu-
dents understand the world beyond
their own country. Born in Quito, Ec-
uador’s capital city, Ms. Clemencia was
the youngest of seven children. She
learned quickly that success was near-
ly impossible without a quality edu-
cation. This drove her to become a
teacher. She witnessed firsthand the
struggles that accompany poverty and
knew she could make a difference
through teaching. She started her ca-
reer teaching English in Quito. When
the conditions in her country began to
worsen, she obtained a visa and moved
to the United States. After immi-
grating to this country, Ms. Spizzirri
received a bachelor’s degree in New
York. She then moved to Des Moines,
IA, where she received her master’s de-
gree from Drake University.

Ms. Spizzirri attributes her passion
for educating young minds to unfortu-
nate circumstances she has witnessed
in her own life. This passion ensures a
quality education for all her students
and contributes well-rounded citizens
to the community. Great teachers are
an invaluable resource to all of our
communities and Ms. Spizzirri deserves
nothing but praise for her tremendous
work. I thank Ms. Spizzirri for her
service to the people of her community
and wish her nothing but the best in
her future school years and beyond.

————

REMEMBERING MARK HESSE

Mr. UDALL of Colorado. Mr. Presi-
dent, I wish to remember an upstand-
ing Coloradan and accomplished moun-
taineer who passed away unexpectedly
this year while doing what he was so
passionate about: climbing. Mark
Hesse was a man of exceptional char-
acter, exhibited a strong sense of ad-
venture, and was a devoted admirer of
nature; all of which are qualities of a
true conservationist. He was an inspi-
ration to many of us in the great State
of Colorado.

Mark grew up in Colorado Springs,
CO, where he became an Eagle Scout.
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Upon graduating from the University
of Colorado at Boulder with a master’s
degree in special education and teach-
ing, Mark took to traveling abroad in
pursuit of climbing peaks around the
world. In 1976, he became the first per-
son to climb the completely vertical
southeast face of Mount Asgard on Baf-
fin Island. In 1986, he made the first as-
cent up the northeast buttress of
Kangtega in Nepal, a prominent Hima-
layan peak with a summit of over
20,000 feet. These ascents, among
countless others, inspired him to advo-
cate for conservation and accomplish
so much for Colorado’s environment.
He is survived by Julie Asmuth, his
wife of 30 years, his two daughters
Hartley and Laurel, his mother Flor-
ence, brothers Jon, Paul, Phil, and sis-
ters Anne Ness and Maria Hesse Vasey.
Mark was a loyal and devoted hus-
band and father. He had a warm per-
sonality and a great sense of humor. He
also had an amazing knack for turning
ordinary outings into epic adventures,
and thus was well known for adventure
stories that seemed almost too absurd
to be true. These qualities enabled him
to inspire and educate his children and
their peers, as well as the friends and
colleagues he had through climbing
and service projects he was part of.
Mark was devoted to taking his family
on trips to some of the most remote
places possible, including the
rainforests in South America and the
ocean reefs of South East Asia. He be-
lieved in supporting ecotourism and
educating himself and his family about
different cultures and natural wonders
of the world before they disappeared.
Mark 1loved the environment, be-
lieved in a higher standard for man-
aging public spaces, and was com-
mitted to preserving the natural beau-
ty of our great Nation. He received sev-
eral distinguished awards for his work,
such as the American Alpine Club’s
David Brower Award for Mountain Con-
servation in 1995, the Bob Marshall
Champion of Wilderness Award pre-
sented by the U.S. Forest Service in
2005 and 2007, and the U.S. Bureau of
Land Management’s Making a Dif-
ference National Volunteer Award for
outstanding service on public lands in
2014. He was the co-founder and execu-
tive director of the Santa Fe Mountain
Center from 1977 to 1980, the program
director of the Southwest Outward
Bound School, and co-founder of the
Colorado Fourteeners Initiative Pro-
gram. He worked with the Bureau of
Land Management to preserve two pop-
ular climbing destinations: Shelf Road
and Penitente Canyon. Perhaps most
notably, Mark founded the Rocky
Mountain Field Institute in 1982, which
has engaged more than 16,000 volun-
teers to contribute 200,000 hours to pub-
lic land stewardship projects. These ef-
forts amounted to more than $4 million
in on-the-ground restoration efforts.
One of Mark’s final projects, and a
dream he had been nurturing for many
years, was to create a hot-shot trail
crew with high-end rock working skills
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that could build climbing access trails
in the steep, rocky, and unstable ter-
rain where climbers travel. At the time
of his passing, Mark was collaborating
with the Boulder Climbing Community
and the Access Fund, two non-profits
based in Boulder, to develop the Front
Range Climbing Stewards trail crew.
The project moved forward, inspired by
Mark’s lifetime of work, and in 2014 the
trail crew performed more than $120,000
worth of work, in both Eldorado Can-
yon and the Flatirons, including the
spectacular rebuild of the iconic Royal
Arch Trail that was destroyed in the
flood of 2013.

Colorado lost an irreplaceable indi-
vidual with the passing of Mark Hesse.
I, along with many others, have lost a
respected leader, visionary, and friend.
Let his life be a reminder of what every
American is capable of accomplishing.

I ask that my colleagues join me in
remembering Mark Hesse for his pas-
sion for the outdoors, his vast wealth
of experiences, and his leadership in
showing us how to be good stewards of
our public lands.

——————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CHARLES NIX

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, I wish
to honor Charles Nix, who will retire as
the Poinsett County judge after three
terms of honorable service to the citi-
zens of Arkansas in this elected posi-
tion.

As Poinsett County judge, Charles
faced and overcame several disasters
including the 2011 flood and multiple
tornadoes. Charles played a pivotal
role in leading the county through the
storms, repairing the damages and re-
storing the livelihood of the citizens.

Beyond his county judge duties,
Charles served as a member of the
County Judges Association of Arkan-
sas, Crowley’s Ridge Development
Council Board, Eastern Arkansas Plan-
ning and Development Council Board,
and Northwest Arkansas Workforce In-
vestment. He also presided as president
of the Harrisburg Area Chamber of
Commerce and served in the Army Na-
tional Guard for 6 years.

Charles Nix has displayed honor, per-
severance, and an eagerness to serve
his community that we can all admire.
I am truly grateful for his years of
dedicated service and commitment to
Poinsett County and the State of Ar-
kansas.e

RECOGNIZING ST. PATRICK
SCHOOL

e Mr. DONNELLY. Mr. President, I
wish to applaud St. Patrick School of
Chesterton, IN for being recognized as
a 2014 National Blue Ribbon School by
the U.S. Department of Education.
Established in 1982, the National Blue
Ribbon Schools program has recognized
over 7,000 public and nonpublic schools
that demonstrate a vision of edu-
cational excellence for all students, re-
gardless of their social or economic
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